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26th Session of the Open-Ended Working Group on the Right to Development
12 – 15 MAY 2025, Palais des Nations, Geneva


Joint oral statement delivered by Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII (APG23) on behalf of the Working Group of Catholic Inspired NGOs on the Right to Development[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  The NGOs belonging to the Working Group on the Right to Development of the Forum of Catholic-Inspired NGOs (CINGO) are as follows: Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII (APG23), Association Points-Cœur, AVSI, Caritas Internationalis (International Confederation of Catholic Charities), Company of the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, Dominicans for Justice and Peace (Order of Preachers), International Institute of Mary Our Help of the Salesians Sisters of Don Bosco (IIMA), International Organization for the Right to Education and Freedom of Education (OIDEL), OIEC (International Office of Catholic Education), MIAMSI, New Humanity, Teresian Association, and VIDES International (International Volunteerism Organization for Women, Education, Development)
] 


Item 4.1: General statements

Mr. Chairperson-Rapporteur, Distinguished Delegates and colleagues from the Civil Society,

I am intervening as usual on behalf of APG23 and the Working Group of the Forum of Catholic-Inspired NGOs (CINGO) on the Right to Development composed of 12 Catholic Inspired Organisations that we, as APG23, coordinate. 

We are pleased to participate in this 26th session of the Open-Ended Working Group and wish to congratulate Ambassador Zamir Akram, for his re-election as Chairperson Rapporteur. We also welcome the participation in this session of the Special Rapporteur on the Right to Development, Mr. Surya Deva, the Chair of the Expert Mechanism, Ms. Isabelle Durant, and other eminent experts. 
In the current world scenario, characterized by multiple crises and the raising of conflicts and inequalities, multilateralism and international solidarity remain more than ever essential to finding sustainable solutions to global problems. In this regard, the Declaration on the right to development remarks their relevance with the fundamental principle of creating an enabling national and international environment for development and by reaffirming the duty to cooperate. 
Our NGOs look forward to a prompt adoption of the draft international covenant on the right to development so that such principles may be at least legally binding for the countries ratifying the covenant. 
As Mr. Volker Türk, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, said in his address to the 25th session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on the Right to Development and I quote “…the right to development is especially salient today, both in its broad reach and in terms of the effective solutions that it promotes…the right to development plays a crucial role in building a more peaceful, safer, more just, more generous and more prosperous world. In fostering genuine inclusion, with development that benefits everyone, it has profoundly nourished the Sustainable Development Agenda – and makes it clear that the old dichotomy that holds development as somehow separate from human rights is entirely false”.
We welcome all the topics chosen for the discussion in this session but, in a particular way, we are pleased with the focus on the debt crisis since we are celebrating this year the Jubilee Year entitled “Pilgrims of Hope”, which has at its core the call for debt relief. 
Indeed, there is a need to re-orient financing for development towards people-centred and human rights-based transformational processes and reforms; there is a need to reform the international institutions such as the UN Security Council and the international financial architecture, providing greater voice and influence to developing nations in decision-making processes. There is also a need to shape fairer debt workout mechanisms, global tax rules and world trade provisions.  
We look forward to a fruitful session and will actively contribute to the different items of the agenda. Thank you!  
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