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26th Session of the Open-Ended Working Group on the Right to Development
12 – 15 MAY 2025, Palais des Nations, Geneva


Joint oral statement delivered by Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII (APG23) on behalf of the Working Group of Catholic Inspired NGOs (CINGO) on the Right to Development[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  The NGOs belonging to the Working Group on the Right to Development of the Forum of Catholic-Inspired NGOs (CINGO) are as follows: Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII (APG23), AVSI, Caritas Internationalis (International Confederation of Catholic Charities), Company of the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, Dominicans for Justice and Peace (Order of Preachers), International Institute of Mary Our Help of the Salesians Sisters of Don Bosco (IIMA), International Organization for the Right to Education and Freedom of Education (OIDEL), OIEC (International Office of Catholic Education), MIAMSI, New Humanity, Pax Christi International, Teresian Association, and VIDES International (International Volunteerism Organization for Women, Education, Development)
] 




Item 4.3 (cont’d) 2. The right to development as a right of peoples – the collective dimension of the right to development


Mr Chairman, distinguished Delegates, dear colleagues of Civil Society, 
The Expert mechanism on the right to development made a study on the individual and collective dimensions of the right to development that we consider to be a step ahead in shedding light on a very controversial issue that has been the object of polarization and has its roots not only in political reasons but also in the cultural differences existing among the different coalitions. As APG23. We contributed to this study. 
We reiterate that collective human rights do exist and there is no point in continuing to deny the collective dimension of the right to development. 
The recognition of peoples' rights within international human rights law emerged in the aftermath of World War II, a period marked by decolonization movements, struggles for national liberation, and the promotion of self-determination. It was further elaborated in subsequent international instruments, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), both adopted in 1966. Article 1 of both Covenants affirms the right of all peoples to self-determination, emphasizing the right to freely determine their political status and pursue economic, social, and cultural development. The principle of self-determination has been interpreted by international human rights bodies and courts as encompassing the right of peoples to choose their own form of government, control their natural resources, and preserve their cultural heritage. However, the interpretation and application of the concept of peoples have been subject to debate and controversy, reflecting diverse perspectives on issues such as minority rights, indigenous rights, and territorial integrity. In fact, the tension between state sovereignty and peoples' rights has been so far a recurring theme in UN debates. 
Concerning groups rights, several declarations recognise them such as, inter alia, the Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities adopted in December 1992, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) adopted by the GA in September 2007 and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas adopted in December 2018. 
Moreover, various conventions, including the 1948 Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, the ILO's Discrimination Convention - (No 111) and UNESCO's Convention against Discrimination in Education, extend their protection to members of groups defined by reference to race, colour, descent, sex, national or ethnic origin, political or other opinion, economic conditions or birth.
Moreover, there have already been court cases of group rights and the African Commission on Human and Peoples Rights has found the right to development to be justiciable in several cases based on the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (art.22) 
The most emblematic is the Endorois case[footnoteRef:3] where the Commission found that Kenya had violated the right to development of the Endorois people by failing to involve them in relevant decision-making processes and by not equitably distributing the benefits of development.   [3:  https://www.forestpeoples.org/sites/fpp/files/publication/2013/11/endorois-decision.pdf] 

Similar cases are the Ogoni people against the Nigeria National Oil Company and the Shell Petroleum Development Company (2001) and the Ogiek court case in the United Republic of Tanzania (2017). 
We would like to also underline that the concept of peoples within the UN system may be not static but dynamic, evolving in response to changing political, social, and cultural realities. Globalization, migration, and technological advancements have reshaped the dynamics of identity and belonging, challenging traditional notions of nationhood and citizenship. The emergence of transnational communities, diasporas, and virtual networks has blurred the boundaries between peoples, highlighting the interconnectedness of human experience and the need for inclusive approaches to governance and decision-making.
In this regard, we concur with the Expert Mechanism that there can be no one-size-fits-all definition of “peoples” and agree with the recommendation of having a case-by-case approach in defining peoples. 
Thank You!
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