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Joint oral statement delivered by Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII (APG23) on behalf of the Working Group of Catholic Inspired NGOs (CINGO) on the Right to Development[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  The NGOs belonging to the Working Group on the Right to Development of the Forum of Catholic-Inspired NGOs (CINGO) are as follows: Associazione Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII (APG23), AVSI, Caritas Internationalis (International Confederation of Catholic Charities), Company of the Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul, Dominicans for Justice and Peace (Order of Preachers), International Institute of Mary Our Help of the Salesians Sisters of Don Bosco (IIMA), International Organization for the Right to Education and Freedom of Education (OIDEL), OIEC (International Office of Catholic Education), MIAMSI, New Humanity, Pax Christi International, Teresian Association, VIVAT International and VIDES International (International Volunteerism Organization for Women, Education, Development)
] 



Item 4.3 (cont’d) 3. Coercive measures and the right to development


Mr Chairman, distinguished Delegates, dear colleagues of Civil Society,

APG23 and the Working Group of Catholic Inspired NGOs on the Right to Development thank all the eminent experts for their valuable inputs given in this session. 
We appreciate the approach of considering the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures (UCMs) from the perspective of the right to development.
We are witnesses of coercive measures, whether legal or illegal, having a serious impact on people's lives by preventing access to essential goods and services, thereby undermining the right to integral development. Therefore, UCMs must be assessed from an ethical and moral perspective. 

UCMs constitute an obstacle to the implementation of the right to development and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and cause enormous suffering to the populations of the countries on which they are imposed, disproportionately affecting the most vulnerable people. Mostly, UCMs impede access to health care, education, drinking water and basic services, and have a serious impact on the flow of funds, on the procurement of goods and the health facilities of humanitarian agencies. Moreover, they hamper reconstruction and economic development, exacerbating poverty, especially in conflict-affected countries. Indeed, the right to life, the right to physical and mental health, the right to food, education, work and housing, as well as the right to a clean, health and sustainable environment and the right to development are negatively impacted by unilateral sanctions, especially of economic nature. 

From this perspective, we support the call by UN experts for countries or international organisations imposing unilateral sanctions to withdraw or at least minimise them, in order to guarantee that the rule of law and human rights, including the right to development, are not affected. This should be achieved through the application of a precautionary principle. UCMs deprive peoples of their fundamental human rights and dignity. This is unacceptable and violates the essential principle of First, do no harm. We invite international actors to reconsider the use of coercive measures and to prioritise mechanisms that favour cooperation, peace and integral development. The international community must act quickly to end such harmful measures.
In regard to the role of international cooperation and solidarity in mitigating the adverse effects of UCMs and contributing to the realization of the right to development, we would like to emphasize also the need to support international efforts to incorporate a strong anti-corruption perspective. According to empirical studies, corruption affects countries' economic growth and competitiveness and it is closely linked to inequality in the distribution of wealth. Poor and developing countries suffer the most from this obstacle to development.
We remind that the Declaration on the Right to Development recognizes that States have obligations to realize the right to development of all individuals as well as peoples, including by eliminating obstacles thereto. Thank You!
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